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Earth’s Oceans 


From space, Earth looks very blue because 
there is a lot of water on Its surface. There 
are five oceans that cover about 70% of 
the planet. They are the Pacific Ocean, 
the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian 
Ocean, the Arctic Ocean, and the 
Southern Ocean. These oceans 
hold about 97% of Earth's 
water, but it is salt water 

so we cannot drink it. The 
other 3% of Earth's water 

is fresh water. It isn’t salty 

so people can drink it. We 

find fresh water in lakes, 

in rivers, and under the 
Earth's surface. 


The Pacific Ocean is the 
largest ocean in the world. 

It covers 155.5 million km? 
That is about five times 
bigger than the continent of 
Africa. The northern part of 
the Pacific Ocean is between 
Asia and North America. The 
southern part of the Pacific 
Ocean is between Australia and 
South America. 
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Oceans are important to weather around the world. For 
example, oceans can affect temperature, rain, and winds 


During the day, the sun shines on the oceans. The water 
becomes warmer, especially in the shallow areas near 
continents. In deeper areas, only water near the surface 
gets warm, but water near the bottom stays cold. At night, 
the surface of the ocean gets colder when the heat goes 

up into the air. These changes in temperature affect the 
weather on land, especially near the coast. 
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At high tide, the ocean level goes up on two sides of the 
planet. On one side, the ocean goes up because the Moon's 
gravity pulls the water away from Earth. On the other 

side, the ocean goes up because the Earth turns very 
quickly. At the same time, there are low tides on the other 
two sides of the planet. In most places around the world, 
there are two high tides and two low tides every day. 
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some marine mammals live in the Arctic Ocean, such 

as dolphins and whales. The most unusual whale is the 
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Read pages 6 to 9. 

A Answer the questions. 

1. How much of Earth's surfac 
About 70% ET 

2. What percentage of Earth's water is sall water? 


e do the oceans cover? 


About 97% e 


3. Which ocean is between Africa and Australia? 


The Indian Ocean = — 


4. Which ocean is the smallest? 
The Arctic Ocean sy 


What do we call a shallow area of ocean next to a continente 


A continental shelf. = K 


6. How for under the water is Challenger Deep? 


About 11,000 meters n pe 


7. How much of Mauna Kea is under the ocean? 


About 5,800 meters. 


8. Where is the longes! mountain range on Earth? 


Under the Atlantic Ocean 


Read pages 10 to 16. 
Á Are these sentences true or false? Write T or F. 


1. The water at the surface of the ocean becomes cooler at night 


| 
Cold currents move from the tropical zones to the polar zones. 
. When the water vapor in the air gels colder, it evaporates. 


Ripples are big waves that keep moving when the wind stops. 
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In hurricanes, the largest waves can be over 100 meters high 
Tsunomis get much higher when they come to shallow water. 0 
Earths ides depend on the gravity of the Sun and the Moon. al 
Spring ides ore very high tides hot only happen in spring 
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Read pages 24 to 31. 
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AN Matchthe beginnings and endings of these sentences. 


1. A vertebrate is an a. 
animal... Y 


2, Sardines are 
coastal fish... 


3. Whales and dolphin: 


look like fish, c. 
4. Seg turtles and 
snakes need item \ d. 
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Read pages 32 to 39. 
AA Check the best answers 
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teod pages 48 to 53. 
Á Aoswer the questions. Svagested answers 
anservationists to protect the oceans? 
1. Why should we help ervalionists to prc 
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À How much Plastic do we put into Ihe ocean every year? 
Parm hen eh million tonnes of p 
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al Aro these sentences true or false? Write T or F. 
1. The oreas near Earth's poles usually ge! more s alight. | * 


perature changes con make currents, 
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3. There are more hurrican 
ocean is cold. [FJ 
4. When a hurricane comes to land, there are often f 
5. When there is a big tsunami, i! can cause earthquakes. | F | 
6. Seagrass grows where the water is shallow. [ T J 
7. Seaweed ond diatoms are differen! types of algas. | T 
8. 


We need algae because it gives us lols of 
dioxide. rj 


Á Read the sentences and circle the correct words. 

1. Woves can erode holes in rocky headlands and create 
archesy/ cliffs 

2. Winds can cr 
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, sand bars /(dune3 when they move the 


ver water meets with salty water 
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6. Seals ore mammals, so they can’t /(mus)hold their breatf 


under water. 


7. Alkgrustaceanp/ worms have a special shell called an 


exoskeleton 


Suggested answers 


Á Answer the questions. 


J Indian oceans have the most coral r 


The water is warmer there. 


2. Why do mal arine ? 
Why do many marine animals live near coral reefs? 


Igoe lo eot there 


them from waves ond there is lots c 
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kthe best ans! 
Chee f il and gas 


a. comes from clean energy q 


mes from under ihe ocean floor. 


b. co 
n large boats called tankers. 


c. isi 


2, The electricity from offshore tide parks... 
a. moves turbines when the tide goes down. SI 
b. makes a lot of air and water pollution. 


€. trovels through underwater cables 


. The Gulf Stream current could 
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a. make electricity for millions of people 


b. float in the ocean like a big boat 


€. use the wind to make energy. 
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grow get bigger 
lake a large orea of water 
mammal -an animal that has live babies 
melt change from ice to water 


microscope something that can MOK 
look larger 


mineral a natural thing that we find o 


the ground 
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net material with holes for catching fish 


oil a thick liquid used os a fuel 


al or plastic thing 


pipeline a long met 
go through 


planet a large ro nd thing which goes around a star 


plastic a light, often colored, materia made tr 


poisonous can cause sickness Of death 


polar bear a large while mamma! that lives in 


pollution making water, land, or air dirty 


reptile an animal that has cold blood and lays eggs 
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fide the rise ond fall of the ocean every 12 hours 
trop something for catching onimals 

turie on onimal with a shell that lives in the ocean 
tusk a very long sharp tooth 

vapor in he form of a gos 


